Town Of Burke 
Parks Advisory Committee Minutes
July 1, 2025 at 5:00 pm
 Burke Town Hall
5365 Reiner Rd
Madison WI  53718

In Attendance: Lisa R (Committee Chair), Marie, Natalie, Justine, Beth, and Gary 
Absent: Mike
Also in Attendance: PJ, Town Clerk and James, Public Works Parks. Some residents from Rattmann Subdivision attended but did not sign in. 

1. Lisa called the meeting to order at 5:01 pm and welcomed Justine to the Committee
· Assignment of Parks – Lisa assigned parks. 







Burke Town Hall – Lisa
Oak Ridge – Marie
Conservancy – Gary
Rattman – Beth
Sun Burst – Mike
Hagen Park – Natalie
Hunntington and Ledges – Justine
Gehrke’s Knoll – Lisa
Charlottes Walk – Lisa
Foxmoor Hills - Mike


2. 2022-2026 Parks and Open Space Plan
· Prairie space – Fish and Wildlife is asking about the next Prairie space
Possible prairie additions at Stevens Drive Greenspace or Burke school cemetery or Town Hall Park at Nelson Rd. 
· Tables/Benches – 2 purchased benches for Rattmann and 2 installed tables at Oak Ridge.
· Tree Update – Gary stated that there were a few that didn’t survive. They do need a lot of water. The pines are not so good. 
· Power wash – Hagen Hill, Oak, Rattmann (w concrete), and Ledges.
Motion by Marie, second Gary to power wash all four (add concrete to Rattmann). Motion carried. 
· Town Hall – Asphalt and Tree Spaces – Marie has applied for free plants from Dane County. 
· Request to Place Geocache in Town Hall Park – Star Trek Trivia Mystery 2.0
Jason Lano explained GeoCache and the process to place them. He has placed a few in the area including the Park here and Burke Truck. They must be at least 528 feet apart. GeoCache is a global event, not just local. 
Motion by Marie, second Natalie to (approve Dennis Venrooy’s request to) place a GeoCache in Town Hall Park. Motion carried. 
· Sand/Pea Gravel – James stated that the excess sand has been moved from Oak to Ledges. 
· Rattmann Park – aerator
James stated that the aerator is not currently working, and a new one would need to be ordered. Also, there is no way to know what shape the hoses are in. Residents that attended the meeting stated that they wish to purchase and install a fountain. Residents have $700 to go toward the fountain and asked about sharing the cost. Parks requested the fountain information to do the research to see if it is appropriate as well as create an agreement regarding the maintenance of the fountain including how to handle installation, timers, complaints etc. 
These residents also expressed their displeasure with the barricades installed on the walking path to keep vehicles from driving on it. They stated that no one drives on it and wish to police it themselves if the committee would remove the barricades. Then explained they watched a porta potty company drive around the barricades to drop off potties for an event. One resident insisted that the barricades will do more damage than a F150. (This was learned to be false after the meeting when an engineer reviewed the space, barricade and asphalt.) Lisa stated that the barricades may be moved temporally for their annual picnic if the Town is given ample time to do so. 
· Encroachment on Town Park land
Lisa suggested locating the lot lines for parks where there is obvious encroachment such as Hagen Hill. Letters to residents should be mailed first so that they are able to move their personal property off the park land. Marie may have a magnet to locate the corner posts. 
· Any Park concerns not addressed above.
James stated that they will be renting a stump remover July 14-16 and have 14 stumps to remove. He has contacted an electrician regarding installing a timer for the aerator at Town Hall Park.  

3. Requests for Repair, Maintenance, Suggestions – None.

4. Approve May 6 and June 3 Minutes
Motion by Natalie, second Gary to approve the May 6 and June 3 minutes. Motion carried. 

5. Next meeting date: August 5, 2025

6. Lisa adjourned the meeting at 7:00 pm









Approved:  8.5.2025 Town Hall and TownofBurke.com

